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TheHonorableJohnAshcrofl
AttorneyGeneral
UnitedStatesDepartmentofJustice
Tenth& ConstitutionAvenue,N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20530

DearGeneralAshcrofl:

August31, 2001

Pursuantto RulesX andXI oftheRulesoftheHouseofRepresentatives,the Committee
on GovernmentReformis holdingahearingentitled“TheNeedfor CongressionalOversightof
theJusticeDepartment.”Thehearingis scheduledfor September13, 2001,in room2154ofthe
RayburnHouseOfficeBuilding at 1:00p.m. I would like to invite you to testify at thishearing.

TheCommitteewill inquireabouttheJusticeDepartment’snewpolicy to refuseto
provideto Congressdeliberativedocumentspertainingto criminalinvestigations.As I expressed
to you in my August29, 2001, letter,I believethatthis newpolicy will, in somecases,make
CongressionaloversightoftheJusticeDepartmentimpossible. TheCommitteewill askyou to
provide furtherinformationregardingyournewpolicy, including,butnot limited to:

• WhatprecedentexistsfortheDepartment’spolicy;
• Whetherthereis anylegalorprudentialsupportfor yourpolicy;
• WhetherpreviousAdministrationshavereachedaccommodationswith Congressoverthe

typesofdocumentsunderconsideration;and
• Whatimpactthepolicy will haveon CongressionaloversightoftheJusticeDepartment.

If youwish to makeanopeningstatement,it is requestedthat youprovide100copiesof
yourwrittentestimonyto theCommitteeno later than24 hourspriorto thetimeof thehearing.
To facilitateprinting ofthehearingrecord,you shouldalso provideacomputerdisk containinga
copyofyourwritten testimony. At thehearing,weaskyou to summarizeyourtestimonyin five
minutesto allow themaximumtimefor discussionandquestions.
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UndertheCongressionalAccountabilityAct, theHouseofRepresentativesmustbein
compliancewith theAmericanswithDisabilitiesAct. Personsrequiringspecial
accommodationsshouldcontactRobertBriggs at (202)225-5074atleastfour daysprior to the
hearing.

Sincerely,

DanBurton
Chairman

cc: TheHonorableHenryA. Waxman,RankingMinority Member


